
WHEREAS, the City of Independence is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all those living in 
and visiting our city; and 
 
 WHEREAS, fire is a serious public safety concern both locally and nationally, and homes are the locations 
where people are at greatest risk from fire; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) has documented through its research 
that home fires killed 2,900 people in the U.S. in 2007 – roughly eight people every day; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Independence residents in the year 2008 experienced 146 residential fire losses and 
approximately $5.4 million in direct property loss due to fires or all types; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Fire Department recognizes that the top three causes of fires in our City are cooking, 
smoking, and electrical and can be prevented by practicing safe habits such as:  When preparing meals always monitoring 
burner positions and never leaving the kitchen area unattended while using a stove-top; avoiding the use of extension 
cords and multiple plug-in devices in outlets; and protecting electrical cords from damage; and discarding smoking 
materials by placing them into appropriate metal containers or ash trays and never smoking in bed or while resting; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Independence first responders are dedicated to reducing the occurrence of home fires and home 
fire injuries through prevention and protection education; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Independence residents are responsive to public education measures and are able to take personal 
steps to increase their safety from fire. 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2009 Fire Prevention Week theme, “Stay Fire Smart. Don’t Get Burned” effectively serves 
to remind us all of the simple actions we can take to stay safer and to prevent burn injuries from fire during Fire 
Prevention Week and year-round. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Don B. Reimal, Mayor of the City of Independence, Missouri, do hereby proclaim the 
week of October 4-10, 2009, as 
 

Fire Prevention Week 
 
in Independence and urge our community to heed the important safety messages of Fire Prevention Week 2009, and to 
support the many Independence public safety activities and efforts of its fire and emergency services. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the City of Independence to be 
affixed this 21st day of September, 2009. 

 
      
   _____________________________________ 
   MAYOR 
 
   Attest: 
 
   ______________________________________ 
   CITY CLERK 


